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Germany offers two primary pathways for individuals aspiring to pursue a nursing career: the Nursing
Ausbildung and the University pathway. Each pathway has its own set of advantages, requirements, and career
prospects, catering to different goals and circumstances. This article will provide an in-depth comparison of
these two routes, with a specific focus on the Nursing Ausbildung, to help international applicants make an
informed decision. Additionally, we will highlight the support offered by our acceleration programs,
Weiterbildung programs, and consulting sessions to facilitate an easier start and parallel career
advancements.
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Nursing Ausbildung in Germany: A Practical Approach

What is Nursing Ausbildung?

Nursing Ausbildung is a vocational training program designed to equip students with the theoretical and
practical skills necessary to become registered nurses in Germany. This program combines classroom
instruction with hands-on internships and clinical experiences, ensuring that students are well-prepared for
the demands of the nursing profession.

Requirements for Nursing Ausbildung

Completion of secondary education or an equivalent qualification.
Proficiency in the German language (at least B2 level).
Good physical and mental health.
Strong interpersonal skills and empathy.

Duration and Structure

The Nursing Ausbildung program typically lasts three years and includes a structured curriculum with clinical
rotations, practical training, and theoretical education. This combination ensures that students gain
comprehensive knowledge and practical skills in patient care.



Nursing Ausbildung vs. University Pathway in Germany: Choosing the Right Route

Cademix Magazine, The Official Magazine of Cademix Institute of Technology. Get further details on
www.cademix.org and www.cademix.org/magazine | 3

Prospective Job Titles Immediately After Graduation

Registered Nurse
Nursing Assistant
Health and Nursing Assistant
Geriatric Nursing Assistant

Salary and Career Prospects

During Training: €1,190 – €1,400 per month.
After 3 Years: €2,500 – €3,000 per month.
After 10 Years: €3,500 – €4,500 per month (with specialization).

Benefits of Nursing Ausbildung

Practical Training: Emphasizes hands-on experience in various healthcare settings.
Integration of Academic and Practical Knowledge: Combines classroom coursework with practical
training.
Professional Recognition: Graduates are licensed nurses recognized by the German healthcare
system.
Career Advancement: Opportunities for specialization in areas like pediatric, geriatric, and intensive
care.

What is nursing according to the WHO?

University Pathway: An Academic Route

What is the University Pathway?

The University pathway involves pursuing a Bachelor’s and potentially a Master’s degree in nursing. This route
focuses more on theoretical knowledge, research, and academic learning, preparing students for advanced
clinical roles, research positions, or academic careers.

Requirements for University Pathway

Higher secondary education (Abitur or equivalent).
Often a university entrance exam.
Proficiency in the German language (B2/C1 level).

Duration and Structure

Bachelor’s Degree: Typically 3-4 years.
Master’s Degree: Additional years depending on the specialization.

Prospective Job Titles Immediately After Graduation

Registered Nurse

https://www.who.int/health-topics/nursing#:~:text=Nursing%20encompasses%20autonomous%20and%20collaborative,ill%2C%20disabled%20and%20dying%20people.
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Clinical Nurse
Research Nurse
Nursing Educator

Salary and Career Prospects

After Graduation: €3,000 – €3,500 per month.
After 10 Years: €4,500 – €5,500 per month (with advanced roles or specialization).

Benefits of University Pathway

In-depth Theoretical Knowledge: Offers comprehensive academic education and research
opportunities.
Broader Career Opportunities: Advanced clinical roles, research positions, and academic careers.
Higher Earning Potential: Generally higher starting salaries and long-term earning potential.
Student Jobs: University students can work part-time jobs, which can help cover living expenses.

Support Programs and Services
At Cademix Institute of Technology, we offer comprehensive support through our acceleration programs,
Weiterbildung programs, and consulting sessions to facilitate an easier start and parallel career advancements
for international applicants pursuing either the Nursing Ausbildung or University pathway.
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Acceleration Programs

Career Guidance: Personalized career counseling to help you choose the right pathway and align it
with your career goals.
Application Support: Assistance with application processes for Nursing Ausbildung programs and
universities, including documentation and interview preparation.
Language Training: German language courses to achieve the required proficiency levels for both
Ausbildung and university studies.

Weiterbildung Programs

Professional Development: Courses and workshops to enhance your skills and knowledge in the
healthcare field.
Certifications: Support in obtaining additional certifications that can improve your employability and
career prospects.
Networking Opportunities: Access to professional networks and events to connect with potential
employers and industry experts.

Consulting Sessions

Career Advancement: Guidance on career progression, specialization opportunities, and further
education.
Employer Mediation: Assistance in finding internships, apprenticeships, and job placements through
our network of healthcare providers and institutions.
University Mediation: Support in identifying and applying to suitable universities and nursing schools,
including recommendations and mediation with admission offices.
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Comparison Table

Criteria Nursing Ausbildung University Pathway

Duration 3 years 3-4 years for Bachelor’s; additional years for
Master’s

Focus Practical skills and immediate work
readiness

Theoretical knowledge, research, and
academic learning

Entry Requirements
Secondary education or equivalent,
B2 level German proficiency, good
health, interpersonal skills

Higher secondary education (Abitur or
equivalent), often university entrance exam,
B2/C1 level German proficiency

Cost Typically free, often with a
stipend/salary during training

Tuition fees (can be low or none in public
universities but vary), additional living
expenses

Language
Requirements B2 level German proficiency B2/C1 level German proficiency

Salary During
Training €1,190 – €1,400 per month None, though scholarships and student jobs

are available

Career Opportunities
Immediate employment in hospitals,
clinics, nursing homes; recognized as
licensed nurse

Advanced clinical roles, research positions,
academic careers; recognized with higher
qualifications
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Criteria Nursing Ausbildung University Pathway

Career Advancement
Specialization in areas like pediatric,
geriatric, intensive care through
further education

Broader opportunities for advanced roles,
higher salaries, and academic positions

Practical Experience Extensive hands-on training in real
healthcare settings

Limited practical experience initially, more
theoretical

Theoretical
Knowledge

Integrated with practical training,
less intensive In-depth, research-oriented, more intensive

Professional
Recognition

Licensed nurse recognized by
German healthcare system

Higher academic qualifications recognized by
healthcare system and academic institutions

Living Expenses Covered by apprenticeship salary,
but may need additional support

Must be self-funded or covered by
scholarships; student jobs can help cover
expenses

Work Eligibility Can work as an apprentice during
Ausbildung

Can work part-time as a student, internships
required; likely to find student jobs

Visa Requirements Must apply for Ausbildung visa,
showing proof of apprenticeship

Must apply for student visa, showing proof of
admission and financial means

Integration Support
Often provided by training
institutions, practical experience
helps with language and cultural
integration

Universities often have support services, but
integration might be slower due to initial
language barriers

Prospective Job Titles
Immediately After
Graduation

Registered Nurse, Nursing Assistant,
Health and Nursing Assistant,
Geriatric Nursing Assistant

Registered Nurse, Clinical Nurse, Research
Nurse, Nursing Educator

Prospective Salary
After 3 Years €2,500 – €3,000 per month €3,000 – €3,500 per month

Prospective Salary
After 10 Years

€3,500 – €4,500 per month (with
specialization)

€4,500 – €5,500 per month (with advanced
roles or specialization)

Conclusion
The Nursing Ausbildung and University pathways both offer valuable routes to a nursing career in Germany.
The choice between them depends on individual goals, circumstances, and preferences. Nursing Ausbildung is
ideal for those seeking immediate employment and practical experience, while the University pathway
provides in-depth theoretical knowledge and broader career opportunities. Understanding the key differences
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can help international applicants make an informed decision and embark on a fulfilling nursing career in
Germany.

At Cademix Institute of Technology, our acceleration programs, Weiterbildung programs, and consulting
sessions are designed to support you in every step of your journey. We provide guidance, training, and
resources to ensure a smooth start and successful career advancement, whether you choose the Nursing
Ausbildung or University pathway.

What is Nursing Ausbildung in Germany?

Nursing Ausbildung is a vocational training program that combines classroom instruction with hands-on
internships and clinical experiences. It is designed to equip students with the theoretical and practical skills
necessary to become registered nurses in Germany. The program typically lasts three years and prepares
students for immediate employment in healthcare settings.

What are the entry requirements for Nursing Ausbildung?

To enroll in Nursing Ausbildung, applicants must have completed secondary education or an equivalent
qualification. Additionally, proficiency in the German language at least at the B2 level, good physical and
mental health, and strong interpersonal skills and empathy are required.

How does the University pathway for nursing differ from Nursing Ausbildung?

The University pathway involves pursuing a Bachelor’s and potentially a Master’s degree in nursing. It focuses

http://www.cademix.org
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more on theoretical knowledge, research, and academic learning, preparing students for advanced clinical
roles, research positions, or academic careers. The duration is typically longer, with 3-4 years for a Bachelor’s
degree and additional years for a Master’s.

What are the salary prospects after completing Nursing Ausbildung?

During the Nursing Ausbildung training, students can earn between €1,190 and €1,400 per month. After
completion, the salary typically ranges from €2,500 to €3,000 per month. With specialization and experience,
salaries can increase to €3,500 – €4,500 per month after 10 years.

What support does Cademix Institute of Technology offer for international applicants
pursuing Nursing Ausbildung or University pathways?

Cademix Institute of Technology provides comprehensive support through acceleration programs,
Weiterbildung programs, and consulting sessions. This includes career guidance, application support,
language training, professional development courses, certifications, networking opportunities, and mediation
with employers and universities to ensure a smooth start and successful career advancement.
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