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This article serves as an essential guide for international job seekers aiming to navigate the complex interview
landscape of Germany and Austria. By addressing linguistic nuances, cultural expectations, and the specific
requirements of German-speaking employers, the article aims to equip candidates with the tools they need to
make a lasting impression and secure a job offer.
Cademix Editorial Board, Cademix Institute of Technology

Introduction: Navigating the Interview Terrain in Germany and
Austria

Setting the Stage for Success

Interviews are challenging experiences even in one’s home country, let alone when navigating a different
culture and language. The interview process in Germany and Austria has its own set of rules and norms, which
might be unfamiliar to international job seekers. This article aims to break down those nuances, offering
practical advice to guide you through the challenging journey from CV to job offer. From mastering the art of
communication to understanding the psychology that underpins employer expectations, this guide covers it all.

The Unique Challenges for International Applicants

International job seekers face a unique set of challenges when applying for positions in Germany and Austria.
Employers are not only assessing your professional qualifications but are also keen to determine if you can
integrate into their work culture seamlessly. The stakes are higher, given that many employers remain
cautious about the “adaptation risks” that come with hiring someone from a different cultural background.

Why Language and Culture Matter

For many employers in Germany and Austria, it’s not just what you say but how you say it. Your choice of
words, tone, and even body language play a crucial role in making a lasting impression. While it’s important to
be professionally proficient, being culturally fluent can give you an extra edge. Understanding the local
working culture is essential to not only pass the interview but to thrive in the job that follows.

The Role of Immediate Contribution and Adaptability

The job market in Germany and Austria values candidates who can ‘hit the ground running.’ Employers are
increasingly focused on hiring people who can start contributing from day one. Adaptability is a valued asset,
and during your interview, you’ll need to demonstrate that you won’t need an extended period for training and
adjustment.

Key Objectives of This Article

This article aims to help international job seekers navigate the complexities of interviews in Germany and
Austria. It will equip you with the essential phrases, cultural norms, and psychological insights to help you
understand what German and Austrian employers are really looking for. Our focus keyword, “Interviews in
Germany and Austria,” will guide you through various aspects of the interviewing process in these countries.
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By the end of this article, you’ll gain a holistic understanding of what it takes to successfully go through
interviews in Germany and Austria and secure a job offer.

Mastering the Language of Interviews: More than Just Words

The Power of Positivity in Language

In Germany and Austria, framing thoughts positively is often highly regarded. Rather than directly criticizing,
consider using softer, more collaborative language. For example:

Instead of “Das ist eine schlechte Idee” (“That’s a bad idea”), say “Das ist eine Möglichkeit, aber1.
vielleicht gibt es noch andere Lösungen” (“That’s one option, but maybe there are other solutions”).
Instead of “Das wird nicht funktionieren” (“This won’t work”), try “Könnten wir auch andere Wege in2.
Betracht ziehen?” (“Could we also consider other approaches?”).
Instead of “Ich mag das nicht” (“I don’t like this”), say “Ich hätte einen anderen Vorschlag” (“I would3.
have a different suggestion”).
Instead of “Das ist zu kompliziert” (“That’s too complicated”), you could say “Gibt es eine einfachere4.
Lösung?” (“Is there a simpler solution?”).
Instead of “Ich bin nicht sicher” (“I’m not sure”), opt for “Lassen Sie uns das weiter erforschen” (“Let’s5.
explore this further”).

The “We” Over “I” Approach

Emphasizing collective effort over individual achievement is often appreciated. Sample phrases to use in this
context might include:

“Gemeinsam finden wir eine Lösung” (“Together, we will find a solution”).1.
“Lasst uns alle Optionen diskutieren” (“Let’s discuss all the options”).2.
“Wir können das als Team lösen” (“We can solve this as a team”).3.
“Wie können wir das verbessern?” (“How can we improve this?”).4.
“Mit vereinten Kräften können wir viel erreichen” (“With united efforts, we can achieve a lot”).5.

The Importance of Formality and Titles

Respecting formalities and titles is critical in a German or Austrian workplace. Here are some phrases to
maintain formality:

“Sehr geehrter Herr/Frau [Last Name]” (“Dear Mr./Mrs. [Last Name]”).1.
“Darf ich Sie um Ihre Meinung bitten?” (“May I ask for your opinion?”).2.
“Ich freue mich auf die Zusammenarbeit mit Ihnen” (“I look forward to collaborating with you”).3.
“Könnte ich Sie um ein kurzes Treffen bitten?” (“May I request a brief meeting with you?”).4.
“Vielen Dank für Ihre Zeit und Überlegung” (“Thank you for your time and consideration”).5.

Quick Language Tips for Immediate Impact

Employers value candidates who try to speak their language, even if not fluent. Phrases like:
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“Ich bin bereit, sofort zu beginnen” (“I am ready to start immediately”).1.
“Ich kann meine Fähigkeiten von Anfang an einsetzen” (“I can apply my skills from the very beginning”).2.
“Ich bin motiviert und lernbereit” (“I am motivated and ready to learn”).3.
“Ich kann sowohl selbstständig als auch im Team arbeiten” (“I can work both independently and in a4.
team”).
“Ich bin flexibel und anpassungsfähig” (“I am flexible and adaptable”).5.

The Language of Body Language

Body language matters too. Phrases indicative of positive body language include:

“Fester Händedruck” (“Firm handshake”).1.
“Augenkontakt halten” (“Maintain eye contact”).2.
“Selbstbewusste Körperhaltung” (“Confident posture”).3.
“Aktives Zuhören zeigen” (“Show active listening”).4.
“Nicht unterbrechen” (“Do not interrupt”).5.

Understanding the Cultural Nuances: Building a Connection
Beyond Words

Adapting to Formality: A Cornerstone of Germanic Culture

Both Germany and Austria place great importance on formalities in the workplace. Addressing superiors and
colleagues with appropriate titles and formal language is not just polite—it’s expected. To make a lasting
impression in interviews:

Use “Sie” instead of “du” unless invited to do otherwise: “Darf ich Sie um Ihre Meinung bitten?” (“May I1.
ask for your opinion?”).
Titles matter: “Dr.”, “Prof.”, and other titles are often used: “Sehr geehrter Herr Dr. Müller” (“Dear Dr.2.
Müller”).
Formal greetings are preferred: “Guten Morgen” (“Good morning”) is often safer than a casual “Hallo.”3.
Endings also count: Close the conversation or email with “Mit freundlichen Grüßen” (“Kind regards”).4.
Take your cues from the other party. If they switch to a more informal tone, feel free to follow, but never5.
be the first to do so.

The Role of Emotional Intelligence: Understanding Implicit Signals

Being emotionally intelligent is about more than recognizing your own emotions; it’s about understanding and
responding to the emotions of others. In the context of job interviews, the following phrases might come in
handy:

“Ich schätze Ihr Feedback” (“I appreciate your feedback”).1.
“Ich nehme Ihre Anmerkungen ernst” (“I take your comments seriously”).2.
“Ich möchte zum Teamerfolg beitragen” (“I want to contribute to the team’s success”).3.
“Ich kann Kritik konstruktiv umsetzen” (“I can implement criticism constructively”).4.
“Ihre Bedenken sind nachvollziehbar, aber…” (“Your concerns are understandable, but…”).5.
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Ready to Work: Demonstrating Immediate Value

German employers value the ability to adapt and contribute quickly. Your interview should thus focus on how
you can provide immediate value. Phrases to consider:

“Ich bin ab sofort verfügbar” (“I am available immediately”).1.
“Ich kann selbständig Projekte leiten” (“I can lead projects independently”).2.
“Ich benötige minimal Einarbeitungszeit” (“I require minimal onboarding time”).3.
“Ich bin mit der deutschen Arbeitskultur vertraut” (“I am familiar with German work culture”).4.
“Ich kann meine Fähigkeiten sofort einbringen” (“I can bring my skills to bear immediately”).5.

Crafting Your Narrative: Answering Key Interview Questions
Effectively

Mastering the Art of Selbstpräsentation: Selling Yourself Without Bragging

In Germany and Austria, there’s a fine line between being confident and appearing arrogant. When talking
about your achievements or skills, use a balanced approach. Phrases to help you walk this line might include:

“Ich konnte im letzten Projekt signifikante Ergebnisse erzielen” (“I was able to achieve significant1.
results in the last project”).
“Meine Fachkenntnisse könnten hier sehr nützlich sein” (“My expertise could be very useful here”).2.
“Ich arbeite gerne in einem Team und schätze kollegialen Austausch” (“I enjoy working in a team and3.
value collegial exchange”).
“Ich bin bereit, Verantwortung zu übernehmen” (“I am ready to take responsibility”).4.
“Ich strebe ständig nach Verbesserung und Weiterbildung” (“I constantly strive for improvement and5.
further education”).

Crafting Strong Answers: The STAR Technique and Beyond

A widely used strategy for answering behavioral interview questions is the STAR technique (Situation, Task,
Action, Result). In German interviews, you could employ this method to structure your answers. Some example
phrases are:

“In der Situation X war die Aufgabe, Y zu erreichen” (“In situation X, the task was to achieve Y”).1.
“Ich habe Aktion Z ergriffen” (“I took action Z”).2.
“Das Ergebnis war positiv/negativ” (“The result was positive/negative”).3.
“Dies hat zu einer langfristigen Verbesserung geführt” (“This led to a long-term improvement”).4.
“Ich habe aus dieser Erfahrung gelernt und würde in Zukunft…” (“I have learned from this experience5.
and would in the future…”).

Language of Positivity: Crafting Your Responses

As previously mentioned, the German language and culture prefer positive framing. It’s not just what you say,
but how you say it, that can make or break an interview. Phrases to consider include:



From CV to Job Offer: Code for Interviews in Germany and Austria

Cademix Magazine, The Official Magazine of Cademix Institute of Technology. Get further details on
www.cademix.org and www.cademix.org/magazine | 5

“Das ist eine Möglichkeit, es gibt aber auch andere Optionen” (“That’s one possibility, but there are also1.
other options”) instead of saying “That’s a bad idea.”
“Lassen Sie uns alle Optionen betrachten, um die beste Lösung zu finden” (“Let’s consider all the2.
options to find the best solution”) instead of saying “Your idea won’t work.”
“Gemeinsam finden wir eine Lösung” (“Together we will find a solution”) to emphasize teamwork.3.
“Ich bin offen für konstruktives Feedback” (“I am open to constructive feedback”) instead of saying “I4.
can handle criticism.”
“Ich sehe das als Gelegenheit zur Verbesserung” (“I see this as an opportunity for improvement”).5.

By understanding these cultural nuances and preparing your answers accordingly, you’ll stand a better chance
of conveying your suitability for the job role in Germany or Austria.

Navigating Cultural Nuances: Aligning With Employer
Expectations

Building Rapport: The Balance of Formality and Authenticity

Building a rapport with the interviewer is essential, but in Germany and Austria, it’s important to maintain a
level of formality. Understanding this dynamic can go a long way in establishing mutual respect. Phrases that
can help you establish this balance include:

“Es ist mir eine Ehre, hier zu sein” (“It’s an honor to be here”) – shows gratitude and formal respect.1.
“Ich schätze diese Gelegenheit sehr” (“I highly value this opportunity”) – expresses appreciation without2.
sounding overly casual.
“Darf ich Sie nach den nächsten Schritten im Auswahlverfahren fragen?” (“May I ask you about the next3.
steps in the selection process?”) – shows interest while maintaining formality.
“Ich bin sehr an einer langfristigen Zusammenarbeit interessiert” (“I am very interested in long-term4.
collaboration”) – indicates commitment without being too forward.
“Könnten Sie bitte mehr über die Unternehmenskultur erzählen?” (“Could you please tell more about5.
the company culture?”) – a polite way to ask for essential information.

Leveraging Psychological Tactics: The Power of Unterbewusste Signale (Subconscious
Signals)

During an interview, both parties are sending and receiving a plethora of subconscious signals. It’s not only
your words but also your actions that contribute to the interviewer’s perception of you. Employ these phrases
to tap into psychological tactics:

“Ich bin immer bereit, Neues zu lernen und mich weiterzuentwickeln” (“I am always ready to learn and1.
develop further”) – reflects a growth mindset.
“Ich glaube an effiziente Kommunikation” (“I believe in efficient communication”) – underlines your2.
understanding of the value of clear communication.
“Für mich ist Teamarbeit kein Schlagwort, sondern eine Arbeitsphilosophie” (“For me, teamwork is not3.
a buzzword but a work philosophy”) – signifies the depth of your commitment to collaboration.
“Ich bin daran interessiert, Wert für das Unternehmen zu schaffen” (“I am interested in creating value4.
for the company”) – shows your focus on contributing effectively.
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“Ich bin sehr lösungsorientiert” (“I am very solution-oriented”) – emphasizes your problem-solving skills.5.

Emphasizing Immediate Contribution: Minimizing Onboarding Time

German and Austrian employers highly value candidates who can contribute from day one. Being prepared to
show how you can be immediately effective can greatly help your case. To emphasize this, you might say:

“Ich kann direkt anfangen und benötige wenig Einarbeitungszeit” (“I can start right away and require1.
little onboarding time”).
“Ich bin schon mit ähnlichen Projekten vertraut und kann meine Erfahrung einbringen” (“I am already2.
familiar with similar projects and can bring my experience”).
“Meine Fähigkeiten entsprechen genau Ihren Anforderungen” (“My skills match your requirements3.
precisely”).
“Ich könnte meine bisherigen Erfolge in einer ähnlichen Rolle bei Ihnen wiederholen” (“I could replicate4.
my past successes in a similar role here”).
“Ich bin in der Lage, mich schnell in neue Themen einzuarbeiten und produktiv zu sein” (“I am capable5.
of quickly familiarizing myself with new topics and being productive”).

Again by addressing these key areas—rapport building, psychological tactics, and immediate contribution—you
align yourself with the expectations of employers in Germany and Austria, increasing your chances of
receiving a job offer.

Selling Your Skills and Adaptability

Showcasing Versatility

In the German and Austrian job market, versatility is highly valued. Employers look for candidates who are
multi-skilled and can adapt to different situations effortlessly. You can express your versatility by employing
phrases like:

“Ich bin nicht nur auf ein Gebiet spezialisiert, sondern habe Erfahrung in verschiedenen Bereichen” (“I1.
am not specialized in just one area but have experience in various fields”).
“Ich kann mich schnell an neue Herausforderungen anpassen” (“I can quickly adapt to new2.
challenges”).
“Vielseitigkeit ist eine meiner Stärken” (“Versatility is one of my strengths”).3.
“Ich bin flexibel und offen für verschiedene Aufgaben” (“I am flexible and open to various tasks”).4.
“Meine Fähigkeiten sind vielseitig und ich bin bereit, sie einzusetzen” (“My skills are diverse, and I am5.
ready to employ them”).

Making the Case for Immediate Contributions

The concern about the training period for new hires is particularly high among employers in Germany and
Austria. Your ability to contribute from day one is often a decisive factor. Here are some phrases that can
articulate your readiness:

“Ich bin bereit, ab dem ersten Tag einen Beitrag zu leisten” (“I am ready to contribute from day one”).1.
“Die Einarbeitungszeit wird minimal sein, da ich bereits Erfahrungen in ähnlichen Rollen habe” (“The2.
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onboarding time will be minimal as I already have experience in similar roles”).
“Ich bin sofort einsatzbereit” (“I am ready to start immediately”).3.
“Ich kann problemlos in laufende Projekte einsteigen” (“I can easily jump into ongoing projects”).4.
“Ich benötige wenig bis keine Schulung, um produktiv zu sein” (“I require little to no training to be5.
productive”).

Acceleration Program and Institutional Support

Cademix Institute of Technology: Your Partner in Accelerating Careers

Ich bin Mitglied eines Beschleunigungsprogramms am Cademix Institute of Technology, einem offiziellen
Weiterbildungszentrum und Partner des österreichischen AMS (Arbeitsmarktservice).
Translation: I am a member of an acceleration program at the Cademix Institute of Technology, an official
Weiterbildung (continuing education) center and a partner to the Austrian AMS (Department of Labor).

Recent Activities and Skill Development

Im Rahmen dieses Programms habe ich kürzlich an mehreren Projekten teilgenommen und dabei sowohl
meine Hard Skills in den Bereichen Datenanalyse und Projektmanagement als auch meine Soft Skills in
Teamarbeit und Kommunikation erweitert.
Translation: Within the framework of this program, I have recently participated in several projects, enhancing
both my hard skills in areas like data analysis and project management, as well as my soft skills in teamwork
and communication.

Contact for Further Details and Recommendations

Für weitere Einzelheiten und Empfehlungen können Sie sich gerne an den Leiter des Instituts, Dr. Zarbakhsh,
wenden. Er wird sicherlich in der Lage sein, zusätzliche Details und Unterstützung zu bieten.
Translation: For additional details and recommendations, you can contact the head of the Institute, Dr.
Zarbakhsh. He will certainly be able to provide additional details and support.

Support with Work Permits and Regulations

Darüber hinaus können Sie bei der Beschaffung von Arbeitsgenehmigungen und anderen Vorschriften auch
Unterstützung vom Institut erhalten. Diese Dienstleistungen werden nicht nur den Arbeitssuchenden, sondern
auch den Arbeitgebern angeboten.
Translation: Moreover, you can also get support from the Institute when it comes to obtaining work permits
and other regulations. These services are offered not only to job seekers but also to employers.

Three-Way Meetings and Conflict Mediation

Für eine detaillierte Kommunikation können wir ein Dreiergespräch zwischen dem Arbeitgeber, dem
Arbeitnehmer und dem Leiter des Instituts organisieren. Das Institut kann auch als Vermittler bei Problemen
oder Kommunikationsschwierigkeiten fungieren.
Translation: For more detailed communication, we can organize a three-way meeting between the employer,
the employee, and the head of the Institute. The Institute can also act as a mediator in case of problems or
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communication difficulties.

Mit dieser Unterstützung sind sowohl Arbeitgeber als auch Arbeitnehmer bestens für eine erfolgreiche
Zusammenarbeit gerüstet. Translation: With this support, both employers and employees are well-equipped for
successful collaboration.

Conclusion: Final Tips and Takeaways
You’ve now equipped yourself with valuable phrases and understand the critical facets of job interviews in
Germany and Austria. Employers in these countries value formalities, appreciate versatility, and want to see a
readiness to contribute immediately. To ensure you’re best prepared, consider:

Practicing these phrases and adapting them to your own experiences.1.
Researching the company’s culture and aligning your talking points accordingly.2.
Utilizing resources like career coaches or mentors who are familiar with the German and Austrian job3.
markets.

By taking these steps, you significantly increase your odds of landing that job in Germany or Austria and
successfully navigating the cultural nuances of the interview process. Good luck, or as they say in German,
“Viel Glück!”
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